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June 6, 2019 
 

Mr. Jim Gianopulos 
Chairman and CEO 
Paramount Pictures 
5555 Melrose Ave., Ste. 121 
Los Angeles, CA 90038 

 
Dear Mr. Gianopulos: 

 
Media social messaging is a powerful influence that can contribute to both good and not-so-good 
outcomes. So, we are disappointed that in the trailer for "Dora and the Lost City of Gold", a motion 
picture that will appeal to millions of school-age children who ride school buses, you would create a 
scene in which Dora is caught in the door of her school bus as it pulls away from her stop. 

 
Did anyone at Paramount consider the potential negative impact of this scene, that it might 
frighten impressionable kindergarteners and other primary grade children who ride school buses? 
Or their parents? 

 
We understand that Dora is adventurous, seemingly unafraid of things that most of us would view as too 
dangerous. We also understand that you intended to utilize the fact that she is so unfamiliar with her 
new environment that even something as seemingly simple as riding a school bus becomes an 
adventure. But, as a representative of the hundreds of thousands of people that assiduously drive a 
school bus every day, I believe your attempt to humorously portray this dangerous and potentially 
deadly situation was misguided. 

 
Just a few days ago, a young girl was dragged several hundred feet after the doors of her school bus 
closed on her backpack: 
https://abc3340.com/news/nation-world/young-student-dragged-300-feet-after-backpack-gets-stuck- 
in-school-bus-doors 

 

There have even been fatalities: 
https://www.masslive.com/news/2017/05/police_arrived_to_father_cradl.html 
https://www.gazettenet.com/Editorial-Lesson-from-tragic-death-of-Summer-Steele-must-never-be- 
forgotten-14823173 

 

This is not funny; it is terrifying, for the students, their parents and for the bus driver. 
 

We have been working for years with Federal and state policy-makers and Parent Teacher Organizations 
to provide information about contributing factors and countermeasures. We have provided education 
at our annual conference. And we have made progress. 

http://www.napt.org/
https://abc3340.com/news/nation-world/young-student-dragged-300-feet-after-backpack-gets-stuck-in-school-bus-doors
https://abc3340.com/news/nation-world/young-student-dragged-300-feet-after-backpack-gets-stuck-in-school-bus-doors
https://www.masslive.com/news/2017/05/police_arrived_to_father_cradl.html
https://www.gazettenet.com/Editorial-Lesson-from-tragic-death-of-Summer-Steele-must-never-be-forgotten-14823173
https://www.gazettenet.com/Editorial-Lesson-from-tragic-death-of-Summer-Steele-must-never-be-forgotten-14823173


1840 Western Avenue, Albany NY 12203 – 800-989-NAPT (6278) – www.napt.org 

 

 

 
 

Each school day, more than 26 million students utilize a yellow school bus to get to and home from 
school safely. There are more than 500,000 school bus drivers and other professionals that strive to 
deliver the highest level of safety to the communities they serve. Working together, they have made 
yellow school buses the safest form of transportation in the U.S. 

 
We realize you’re trying to entertain people and make money. But please don’t do it at the expense of 
student safety. I encourage you to think about how much positive energy and good will you could 
generate by adding a brief message at the end of the movie itself about the importance of safely getting 
on and off a school bus. I guarantee you it would help offset the resentment and hostility you have 
generated among an entire industry of people that are dedicated to student safety. 

 
Sincerely, 

Michael J. Martin 
Executive Director 

 
cc: 
Nick Cannon, CEO 
Nickelodeon 
1515 Broadway 
New York, NY 10036 

http://www.napt.org/

